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no reference in their plantation covenant to the
dread sovereign, King James, and in none of their
acts and statements did they express a longing
for their native country or regard for its authority.
Their settlement bears some resemblance to that
of the Rhode Island towns, but it was better
organized and more orderly from the beginning.
The settlers may have drawn up their covenant
before leaving Boston and may have reached Quin-
nipiac as a community already united in a common
civil and religious bond. Their lands, which they
purchased from the Indians, they laid out in
their own way. The next year on June 4, 1639,
they held a meeting in Robert Newman's barn
and there, declaring that the Word of God should
be their guide in families and commonwealth
and that only church members should be sharers
in government, they chose twelve men as the foun-
dations of their church state. Two months later
these twelve selected "seven pillars" who proceeded
to organize a church by associating others with
themselves. Under the leadership of the seven
the government continued until October, when they
resigned and a gathering of the church members
elected Theophilus Eaton as their magistrate and
four others to act as assistants, with a secretary